2010 SAFARI SEASON
ROUND 4

ROWLANDS CASTLE        15TH AUGUST

An impressive 6 entries from Edorc made it to the much anticipated Scor site 3hours from home. I just hoped it was worth the hype.

We turned up late and were greeted at the pits with ‘Oh my god not another one, I’ve no idea where your going to park’. Luckily amongst the 27 entries 2 spaces had been kindly for me by Paul &Dave Wilkins & my co driver who was also crewing for our newest member Spencer Harris. Having declared that trialling was for nutters and was to dangerous, Spence naturally decided comps safari’s to be the obvious option, UH!

Anyway an excellent bargain cheap racer was bought with a blown engine, in next to no time a new one was fitted and here he was.

The course was 10 laps of 5 miles consisting of tight twisty (slippery at first) wooded sections, opening out across 2 fast stubble fields and back between the trees for the finish. Having arrived late there was no time to walk the course so I lined up blind, as always nervous and praying the car wouldn’t break.

WE WERE OFF!

After the first 30 yards was a metal hut then a hypnotic mass 2nd gear blasts and tight bends that seemed to go on and on, I don’t think I’ve had to concentrate so intently as one slip and I’d be in the trees. Fiddles were a god send and saved me from over shoots time after time. It was a relief to come out onto the stubble fields where in comparison only a heavy right foot was needed. Although we were shifting you can never have enough power in those situations and I was noticing the weight of my ten ton Tessie strange rover. We over shot one junction and couldn’t find reverse but over all a good lap.

Lap 2 we passed a stricken Spence, apparently with a now empty fire extinguisher after being flagged down by a passing competitor shouting and pointing Fire! Fire! Not good. No real damage done, the offending battery cable replaced they were briefly out again only to be stopped by a misfire caused by rusty fuel from the tank.

Paul Wilkins was to have a good day, technical skills really coming to the fore in such narrow wooded tracks. Again another smooth event was clocked up with only one little drama clipping a stump that threw the steering out for the last 2 laps.

Lizzie again with a good drive posting very similar times to Paul, it seemed just to be the extra few laps at the start needed to get up to full speed being the telling difference. I think there was a problem with a blown CV or half shaft later in the day but it didn’t seem to effect the times.

So to Adrian Beer, a potential 2nd overall bar 2 duff laps, so nearly there. The 4.6 Tomcat now absolutely singing on all cylinders and tearing up the place. There’s no doubt this car is a contender for overall wins at any event. It was lap 5 and 7 that put pay to a top 3 finish, a proper argument with a tree dropping 2 minutes and a maximum due to a fuel leak respectively.

After only completing 2 laps before my clutch gave up, I was told get your helmet ready we’ll just fix this wing and bumper and your coming out with us said Adrian driving past with bodywork pointing at strange angles. Awesome we launched from the line and I just held on. By this time of day the course had really rutted out, to my amazement we just floated over it kind of dancing between corners. Acceleration felt rocket propelled. I was wondering whether it felt so much faster because I was in the passenger seat. Later laps my co driver Paul Dallywater jumped in and confirmed my suspicions ‘yes it is slightly faster acceleration, put it this way, your mad and he’s a nutter’.

Fast though Adrian was even matching the great Bruce Tigwell There was only one winner who on his last 2 laps even broke the bogey time this was Scors no1 Pete Barrett. Well done chap and well done to Scor for hosting a great event.

CHECK OUT PICTURES AND VIDEO FOOTAGE ON THE WEBSITE       

