BUSH FARM
12TH SEPTEMBER 2010
Here we were again. Round 5 of the championship. This event is brilliantly hosted by C&D land rover club. The last couple of years the course has provided high speed open fields, narrow rocky tracks, a bit of quarry and apple tree dodging.

This year was no exception but with added technical twisty bits that combined with recent wet weather changed the outlook, at least for the first half of the day.
As always with C&D we all lined up for a parade lap just to see how the course will fair. It was immediately obvious especially from the straight at the start the course easy very slippery. Spins, Overshoots and even getting stuck would be our biggest hazards.
WE WERE OFF!

Well most of us! Lizzy Jones had a problem with the rear of the car, although not a major fault it was fiddly to fix so it was a while before she was to start at all.

Another to suffer on lap1, 4 and 8 was Toby Cox, a mixture of problems including a stuck throttle cable, puncture and an excursion to the same hedge opposite the lake I found my self in last year.
Adrian Beers’ day was again short lived, 2 laps and Bang went the transfer box. Not even enough time to get any video footage.

We also had a newcomer to Edorc Safari, though not to the sport in general. A regular top finisher at the Awdc James Tennant had arrived as it was so local to him. Looking at the car and the service it was clear to me who would be the pace setter. It wasn’t to be however, a couple of off’s and electrical issues with cooling fans meant their lap times were all over the place. They might have gained some solace from a stonking fastest last lap. I gather they still had a good time and we hope to see them again in the future.

Of the Edorc/C&D drivers it was Andy Skelly just piping Steve Pascoe. Both suffered a ‘Maximum’ throughout the day but it was the big horse power that showed at the end taking Andy to third overall.
As for Paul Wilkins he was discovering it really was a day for big horse power, though they finished all their laps the overall time sheet painted a disappointing picture with the slippery then claggy mud really leaving its mark on lap times.
Despite her early mechanicals Lizzy Jones has been racing a lot this and was showing a good turn of speed, critically getting up to full pace within the first 2 laps then chipping away at a consistent rate for the rest of the day. That orange Thug notably picking up well across the fields.
As for me, all was going well and I was enjoying a rare fault free day that was right up until lap 8. After drifting off line in the orchard I slammed into an over hanging branch and smashed the screen. My passenger was holding his mobile videoing the lap so apologies for the bad language if you watch it on the Edorc website.
We only needed 2 more to finish but had to remove the screen completely before the scrutineer would let us continue then we left the bonnet open and had to get out and secure it then the clutch started slipping making us wonder if we’d finish the last lap.
We ended up the last car on the course and very relieved to cross the finish.

It wasn’t until the next day when I received a text ‘well done mate great race great win! 1st overall’ that I had any clue. Get On!!

Thanks to C&D for an ‘extra’ great event, bring on the next at Thorns cross.

