THE 2010 SAFARI SEASON BEGINS.
TIDWORTH   ROUND 1

This year it was wet!

A healthy 7 guy’s from down our way made the trip up to Salisbury via the 12 mile roadwork diversion from the A303. Following square’s or triangles after just 3 hours sleep just adds to the excitement.
Just glancing out over the course it was clear to see that puddles were the order of the day and finding a balance of ploughing through or skirting around(ish) were key for speed and survival! 

At the drivers briefing we were warned that this would not be a race between ourselves but battle of attrition against the terrain, any one who chose otherwise were likely to pay.
10 LAPS, 6 ½ MILE COURSE, WE WERE OFF!

I’ll start with my brief contribution to the day. So, lost brakes first corner first lap, finished lap, which went surprisingly well considering I found that my lack of brakes were due to the o/s/f stub axle completely shearing off which meant it was only the calliper holding the wheel on. DAY DONE!
With most only completing a couple of laps, the course was suddenly closed for what would turn out to be a lengthy period as it was discovered there had been some major accidents. In particular one who needed the air ambulance after rolling twice end over end, nasty! But so easily done especially when most of the time you’re unsighted with gallons of muddy water in your face.
Another going by the name of Bruce Tigwell managed one complete back 360’ somersault without touching the ground, apparently only stopping as he’d lost his glasses. Though having caught sight of him back at the pits later, the shock of such a lucky escape was stating to hit home, clearly a wise retirement was called for.

Another to succumb to the big ski jump decent, also rolling a few times was Kevin Green, bit of a bummer as he’d travelled all the way from Cornwall, but spirits were still high and he was soon out again for some more.

Adrian Beer was again poised and ready to test the new car against the most demanding course in the calendar, word soon filtered he was actually holding 2nd overall after the first lap, though he later settled to a more sane pace post the air ambulance incident. Despite slowing he also experienced 2 near end over’s, and a faulty wiper motor, but importantly posted a finish.
Paul and Dave Wilkins had put in hours of hard work to be ready for the event, which was to prove worth while as the car held firm all day, with only a mild  un foreseen hiccup where they blew a top hose as the cooling system refused to work with a completely blocked radiator. A mad rush ensued and we were allowed one more lap, I say we, as I managed to get a lift around. However most of the lap was a blur as in our rush we forgot to clean the windscreen of antifreeze.

With that a finishing result was just scraped!

Toby Cox had a mixed day, he started with a blistering pace which only got faster as the day went, even setting a fastest lap time that was nearly 30 seconds quicker than any one else. A victory seemed in the bag until lap 7 of 8 when he blew a rear half shaft, forcing him to limp round the remainder and take a maximum for the final lap DOH! DOH! BIG TIME GUTTED.

This was to leave only one man. A steady (by his standards) pace but fast enough to get the job done, with no damage to himself or vehicle therefore ultimately finishing 1st of Edorc runners and 2nd overall. Experience ALWAYS counts in these hard events, Well Done again to Kevin Hancock.

