2010 SAFARI SEASON
ROUND 2     HEMERDON   5TH APRIL

A late change of site from the much anticipated action of Newnham Park, the organisers were forced to fall back on the all weather quarry site of  Hemerdon.

As is often the case rain was named as the culprit, so although Newnham would have held out for us it would likely be unusable for its next national event in just 8 weeks time. Never mind, any opportunity to play in the mud is always appreciated.

 So the site, 

Quarry, very wet a couple of steep climbs, one big drop off  (which grew) a few sweeping blasts and for the most part a blind down hill squiggly bit to a massive puddle over the finish. 1.5 miles in generally less than 3 minutes, 15 laps to complete. Sorted, bring on the now familiar parade lap.

For the first time in along time I was able to persuade Gina to come in the passenger seat as my new shocks would make it feel as if we were riding on a cushion of air , . We returned and she was quickly replaced by a suited up Paul Dallywater as my last  claim that it actually feels softer at race pace fell on deaf ears. 

As we lined up for our first proper attack I was just hoping for the wheels to stay on longer than the last outing at Tidworth. My prayers were answered as we made it to the finish with no dramas, just a bit of rusty driving to sort out, a quick disbelieving check over was made and we were off again.

As the early laps were clocked off a few problems were arising, Adrian was still being plagued by an annoying loss of power/misfire carried over from the last event, also as the day progressed bolts were working their way out from the rear A frame, breaking a shock and ultimately causing his retirement.

Toby didn’t fair much better as his alternator packed up leaving the battery to fend for it self which eventually surrendered, though it wasn’t all bad news because enough track time was gained to prove the worthiness of a new 6 speed gearbox, freshly engineered and fitted between events.

Paul Wilkins was armed with a new passenger and single driving for this event and apart from a slow getaway on the first lap; times were very good and getting faster. It was clearly a track that suited smooth and accurate driving and with many tight and twisty sections, having a big engine wasn’t such an advantage.

Proving completely this very point was Steve Pascoe, who with just a humble 3.5 was pushing out some stunning times; although I’m sure I heard only 7 cylinders instead of 8 firing at some stage. It should be remembered that even though Steve didn’t compete in all our events last year, he is a seasoned campaigner with Cornwall & Devon and intends to complete a near full season with both clubs this year so will absolutely be one to watch. 
Back after lunch I had been reduced to rear wheel drive only as the front prop blew with big bang over the finish line lap 6, this put paid to any overall victory hopes, but as later on the rear panhard rod chassis mount ripped off, requiring emergency welding, I was glad to get a finish. Just managing to hold off Paul Wilkins,
Steve carried on with more of the same, winning within Edorc, but trailing a blisteringly quick overall winner in Andy Skelley for C&D.

A great day was had and thanks must go out to the officials who were able to rig up and still run an event after the disappointment of losing Newnham.

