SAFARI NEWS, 

MINEHEAD SAFARI 28TH JUNE 
EDORC’S first hosted safari of the 09 season and after all the planning the weekend was finally upon us. It seemed that course building on the Saturday threw up a few problems of its own with broken vehicles and such, but with help what was to be a great 4 miles were marked out. A variety of fast field work, twisty slippery bits in the woods, a few jumps, one which definitely shouldn’t have been taken as a jump and of course that long flat out blast up the hill.

RACE DAY.

Sunday morning, and after Gavin the scruitineer and the volunteers in the signing and timing caravan had finished with us, 22 vehicles were ready to race.

The much needed marshals were gathered and guided to various points on the course or in Scott wolfes case unwittingly collared to help in the timing caravan with Gina and Tony 

We Begin.

 

SLIPPERY! So slippery in fact I was wondering if the clutch was on its way. Recent steering improvement had seemed to have the opposite effect so for me getting back to the pits in one piece took all my focus, however I was still unable to avoid a big tree stump just as I entered the final field and collected a puncture Doh! .

I managed to sort the handling out for second lap and the feelings of fear and panic of not really knowing whether I would hit the first tree on the left or the next on the right, changed to fun and thoughts of flow and timing, Unfortunately having caught 2 cars on course I was unable to pass the second from the top of the steep, steep slope to the finish due to a faulty horn (its always the little things). Anyway the next lap saw the end of my day, coming to a sharp end tagging a tree root and destroying a wheel but more annoyingly twisting and locking up my new steering box I had only fitted the day before. This is starting to become a habit! 

A well known face in trials but newbie to safari was Paul Dallywater, who although has sat next to me in the passenger seat for the last few meets. Was now all set to christen his `new’ EX Adrian Beer, EX, Colin butt, EX, Martin Burley (and no doubt many more previous) machine.

A baptism of fire on the first lap saw him meet with his first tree of his safari career this meeting also happened to kick the back round and wedge him against another tree blocking the track! Well C of C Pete broom was quickly on hand and Paul was back on his way 

I feel I must just say having had a bit of feed back of concerns from trialer’s  wishing to dip their toe in the safari scene, this very situation came up quite high on the list of deterring factors. Not for the crash itself but for holding other racers up.

The simple fact is everyone knows this is part of the game and for the fast guy’s picking your way through the traffic is just another element to this game. 

Another to have a first lap nightmare was our very own chairman Colin Butt, not did he have to brush the cob webs out of his race suit but also the Pete Broom bowler mobile, which itself hadn’t seen action for a few years. Stopping near the end of lap one and forcing a maximum time must have brought all those not so joyous memories of comp safari back. Just a blown fuel pump fuse was eventually traced. A real shame as from there on in Colin’s true pace was to show an outright overall win would have been on the cards.

A well known SCOR racer Mr. Pete Barrett was again making himself heard. Firstly posting a time nearly 10 seconds faster than anyone else, but then probably winning best crash as he was found on his roof. 

At the end of the day it was Edorc’s very own come back kid Kevin Hancock who AGAIN! Took top honour’s, although not the fastest a brief chat with the man reminded me why, As I faced another trek up into the wood’s to rescue the old dusty bin.

Still I had to smile as I crawled along the track with one bolt holding my knackered steering box in, only to find my old mate Adrian Beer with only 3 wheels on his wagon but still completely loving it.
Minutes later. If not just to prove the spirit of our members. Along trundles Paul & Dave Wilkins, who instead of loading up after completing all their runs, had come out again to try and help me back to the pits. Throw in Ivor Daniels for good measure and the leg pulling session was inevitable. THANKS GUY’S,

Top three positions at the end were shared between clubs and again it was shown the benefits of us working together. With 22 competitors in the entire safari scene in the south is hanging in there! Well done to all. BRING ON BICKLEIGH !!!  MONDAY 31ST AUGUST.

